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Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program 
Certification for DLCI Administrators of Proposals and 
Awards 
The malign foreign talent recruitment program (MFTRP) certification is required for all persons named as Key Personnel 
for several federal sponsors, including NASA, DOD, ARPA-H and DOE. The MFTRP certification notification is separate 
from the Proposal Certification notice. The KC system sends the MFTRP certification notification automatically to an 
individual when they are added to a proposal and provides links for MIT persons to complete in MyCOI-OPA+ or for non-
MIT persons to complete a PDF form to send to MIT Research Compliance at research-compliance-help@mit.edu. 

Once an individual completes their MFTRP certification, it is valid for 12 months. They may amend their reply as needed 
within the valid 12-month period. After their MFTRP certification expires, they will need to re-certify if they are listed on 
these federal sponsors’ proposals and active awards. 

• Proposal Stage: MFTRP certification not answered for Key Personnel will prevent proposal routing 
• Award Stage: MFTRP certification not answered for Key Personnel will reflect a HOLD on Award(s) 

Proposal Stage 

1. When DLCI Aggregator creates or copies a proposal in KC (regardless of sponsor), they will be presented with a 
pop-up window in KC regarding Federal Initiatives, which includes information regarding MFTRP certification. 
 

2. For federal sponsors requiring MFTRP certification, when DLCI Aggregator adds individuals under KC Key 
Personnel, KC system will automatically send an email notification to the individual(s) to complete MFTRP 
certification (with the exception of those listed as Key Persons with the role of “Subaward Investigator”). This 
notification cannot be re-sent, unlike the “Notify” option for proposal certifications, but Aggregators may direct 
Key Personnel to complete as follows: 

a. MIT Personnel – receive notification from “KC Notifications”, containing a link to MyCOI-OPA+. MIT 
personnel will answer MFTRP certification and submit.  
If individual has lost their email, Aggregator can send the link to MyCOI-OPA+, and MFTRP Certification – 
MIT Personnel [PDF] instructions.  

b. Non-MIT Personnel – receive a notification from “KC Notifications”, containing a link to MFTRP 
webpage, with a PDF form. Non-MIT Personnel complete this form and email it to MIT Research 
Compliance at research-compliance-help@mit.edu. 
If individual has lost their email, Aggregator can send the link to MFTRP webpage, and MFTRP 
Certification – Non-MIT Personnel [PDF] instructions. 

c. Subaward Investigator – KC does not send a notification. Their Subaward Organization should manage 
and provide a letter certifying their individuals are not a member of or receiving funds from a Malign 
Foreign Talent Recruitment Program. 

3. KC has a Data Validation error if MFTRP certification is not completed by the individuals listed under Key 
Personnel (see below example), listing them by name for federal sponsors requiring MFTRP certification (listed 
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as KC “Sponsor” or “Prime Sponsor”). DLCI Aggregator should reach out to individual(s) listed in the Data 
Validation to ask them to complete MFTRP certification. All MFTRP certifications must be completed (with the 
exception of those listed as Key Person with role of “Subaward Investigator”), or the proposal cannot route. 
 

 
 

Award Stage 

1. For Awards that are new or modified, where MFTRP certification required by federal sponsor was not completed 
at Proposal Stage, the KC system will generate a HOLD notice on the Award (see below example), sending a KC 
notification to the individual(s) needing to complete MFTRP certification. This notification is sent one time to the 
individual(s). 

a. MIT Personnel – receive notification from “KC Notifications”, containing a link to MyCOI-OPA+. MIT 
personnel will answer MFTRP certification and submit.  

b. Non MIT Personnel – receive a notification from “KC Notifications”, containing a link to MFTRP 
webpage, with a PDF form. Non-MIT Personnel complete this form and send to MIT Research 
Compliance at research-compliance-help@mit.edu. 

 
2. RAS CA will receive email notification when all individual(s) have completed MFTRP certification, and will 

coordinate the change of Award status from HOLD to Active. 
 

Questions? 

Contact RA Support Team at ra-help@mit.edu and your RAS Contract Administrator for questions about MFTRP 
certification. 
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